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4629,North Magnolia Avenue Chicago, I1 60640 

February 16, 1998 

Chairman Aikens 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 
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Dear Madam Chairman: 

In accordance with 2 U.S.C. $437(g)(a)(l) ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as 
amended (“FECA”), the undersigned hereby files this Complaint with the Federal Election 
Commission (“Commission”) against Didrickson for US.  Senate Committee (“Committee”) and 
American Sightseeing, dWa Chicago Sightseeing, a business which leases or rents buses. 

As will be detailed below, this Complaint alleges that the Didrickson Committee has used a bus 
leased from Chicago Sightseeing at least since October 25, 1997. The Didrickson Committee failed 
to report in its 1997 year-end report any cost or expenses associated wit11 the bus rental and it 
appears that no payments were made by the Committee for the use of the bus. 

1. Use of Bus 

Failure to disclose any expenses associated with the bus rental and its operation is a violation of 2 
U.S.C. $434(b)(4). In the event that no payments have been made for the bus, at the minimum the 
Committee has violated that provision of the FECA regulatioiis which requires reporting of debts 
and obligations on Schedule D of its year-end report. (See 11 C.F.R. 104.3). 

The fact that the Didrickson Committee disclosed fifty-four thousand, seven hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and ten cents ($54,735.10) of debt in its year-end report, yet failed to list any expenses 
associated with the lease and operatioo of the bus, indicates that this is a knowing and willful 
violation of the FECA 2 U.S.C. 437 $(g)(5)(B). Therefore, the Complainaiii requests that the 
Commission assess the statutory penalty equal to two hundred percent (200%) of the expenditures 
made by the Committee and of the corresponding in-kind contribution made to the Committee by the 
Chicago Sightseeing Company. 

Included for your inspection is a document entitled “The Loleta Cruiser, Who paid for it”, a true and 
complete copy of which is attached hereto at Group Exhibit “A” and fully incorporated herein. A 
best estimate for quantifying the expenses associated with the lease and operation of the bus is set 
out in Group Exhibit “A” and reflects a minimum of seventy-five thousand two hundred dollars 
($75,200.00) ofexpenses from October 25, 1997 through the end ofthe 1997 which were incurred 



yet not reported to the Commission. The expenses incurred by the Committee for the use of the bus 
from January 1, 1998 through February 15, 1998 approximately equal an additional forty-few 
thousand eight hundred dollars ($44,800.00), thereby bringing the combined total of expenses for the 
bus to at least one hundred twenty thousand dollars ($l20,000.00). You will note that this amount 
does not include the cost ofthe driver, nor does it account for standard security deposits, insurance 
coverage or the like which the bus company would charge to clients in the ordinary course of 
business. 

Based on the fact that the bus is decorated in customized “shrink wrap” specifically for the 
Didrickson Committee and that such “shrink wrap” cannot be removed from the bus without being 
destroyed, it  has effectively precluded the bus company from leasing the bus to any other entity or 
third party since October 25, 1997 and continuing through the date of this complaint. Therefore, the 
fair-market value of the lease must be assessed based upon exclusive full-time use by the Committee 
regardless of whether the bus is actually on the road in use by the Committee or not. The 
Commission should obtain a copy of the lease agreement to verify that the Committee is being 
charged at a rate commensurate with this exclusive use. 

The Commission has set out in its regulations specific provisions providing for the extension of 
credit by vendors to political committees. (See C.F.R. 116.3). In view of the fact that the Chicago 
Sightseeing Company was not paid by the Didrickson Committee, the Complainant alleges that there 
has been improper extension of credit by Chicago Sightseeing to the Committee in violation of 11 
C.F.R. 116.3. There are legitimate valuation issues raised in the Group Exhibit “ B  news article, but 
it also raises questions regarding the payment or lack of payment of a security deposit, insurance, 
etc. Each needs to be reviewed by the Commission. At a minimum, the extension of credit 
constitutes an excessive contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C. $441 and, in the event American 
Sightseeing Company is a corporation, it also constitutes a prohibited corporate contribution 
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. $441(b). 

In a February 10, 1998 news article in the Arlington Heights Daily Herald, the Committee 
acknowledges the reporting violation. (See Group Exhibit “B’). However, that article raises 
additional questions given the statements made therein that the bus invoice was sent to Didrickson’s 
Illinois State Comptroller’s office for payment. This implies the contract was signed fork;’ Loleta 
Didrickson in her official capacity. The Commission should obtain a copy of this contract and the 
alleged invoice which the unnamed accounting firm failed to disclose on the Committee’s 1997 
year-end report. This also raises questions as to whether other invoices were sent for payment to the 
Comptroller’s office or whether there were any purchase orders requested from the Comptroller’s 
office or by its employees for the benefit ofthe Committee. The Committee and the State 
Comptroller’s office should be required to submit to the Commission any purchase orders, vouchers 
or contracts that have been submitted to the Comptroller’s office for the benefit of the Committee. 

11. Relief S O W  

The Complainant estimates that based upon the cost estimates attached at Group Exhibit “A”, the 
bus’s operation from October 25, 1997 through February 15, 1998 reflects in excess ofone hundred 
twenty thousand dollars ($120,000.00) of excessive contributions received by the Committee. The 
Didrickson Committee reported receiving five hundred seventy-three thousand eight hundred dollars 



($573,800.00) in contributions and made expenditures of one hundred sixty-six thousand six hundred 
ninety two dollars and seventy-seven cents ($166,692.77) during 1997. At the rates estimated, when 
the seventy-five thousand two hundred dollars ($75,200.00) for operating the bus in 1997 is 
combined with the additional expenses that must be incurred for the driver, driver's salary, driver's 
lodging, security deposit, insurance, fuel, etc., the expenditures made but not reported by the 
Committee undoubtedly exceed forty-five percent (45%) of the expenditures that the Committee 
actually reported to the Commission in its 1997 year-end filing. The fact that the Committee made 
expenditures that went unreported of nearly one-half (1/2) of all the expenditures that it did report 
demonstrates the seriousness of this allegation and mandates immediate action by the Commission. 

Complainant requests immediate action by the Commission ordering the Didrickson Committee to 
make full and complete payment for the rental of the bus and all costs associated with it up through 
February 15, 1998. This payment should be made immediately and evidence of said payment should 
be presented to the Commission. In view of the fact that the Didrickson Committee not only 
acknowledges, but brags about the use of the bus traveling extensively during 1997, and is 
continuing to use it extensively in 1998, a factual investigation in this matter can be expedited and 
an order seeking immediate payment as sought by the Complainant in this matter can be achieved in 
an expeditious fashion. 

I swear that the aforementioned facts as alleged in this document are accurate and true to the best of 
my belief. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Cvs 
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Who Paid for it? 

Loleta Didrickson’s statewide bus-tour has been-or should have been-extremely costly. 
Though the Didrickson campaign failed to disclose any expenses-rental, mileage, gas, 
etc.-our research indicates that she should have been billed for the foilowing amounts: 

a Bus Rental. S800lday; 

s 

a Shrink-wrap. Though Chicago Sightseeing does not do shrink-wrapping, the 
customer service representative informed us that a specialized company would 
charge a minimum of $10,000. 

Advertising Fee. Chicago Sightseeing informed us that, i f  one of their buses were 
shrink-wrapped, Chicago Sightseeing would charge the astomer an additional 
$4,80O/month for advertising. 

Driver. Nightly room and board for bus driver; 

As documented on her web site-www.loleta98.com-Didrickson kicked off her bus tour 
on November 5,1997. 

A Didrickson campaign update issued on December 1. 1997 indicates that W e  continue 
to get reports of sightings of the ‘Loleb Cruiser‘.” Almost one month after the kickoff of her 
tour, Loleta was still traveling the state in her bus-at no expense to her campaign. 

The same December 1, 1997 campaign update says that the “campaign bus ... logged 
more than 1,100 miles around the State, shrink-wrapped in a bright red ‘Loleta for Senate 
Republican 1998’ banner.“ 

~- ~~ ~ ~ 

The cost of traveling for one month on a charter bus is as follows: 

a Shrink-wrap: $10,000; 

e Advertising fee: $4,800 

$$OOIday (minimum) for 30 days: $24,000; 



Driver: Cost unknown. 

0 TOTAL $38,800 

A best estimate analysis of the costs associated with the lease and operation of the Loleta-Cruiser for 
the entire three and one-half month period (October 25 -February 16) is attached. 

Source: 

American Sightseeing DBA Chicago Sightseeing 
520 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 606051626 
(800) 621-4153 

Didrickson’s campaign brochure contains a picture of the candidate standing in front of her 
shrink-wrapped “Loleta-Cruiser.” The upper-right corner of the shrink-wrap boasts the 
name Prairie Trailways. 

Prairie Trailways, according to a May 27, 1997 Chicaga Tribune article, is a subsidiary of 
Chicago Sightseeing. 



VARIABLE COSTS 
Daily Rental Rate 
Monthly Advertising Fee 

FIXED COSTS 
Shrink-wrap 

RENT (Variable) 

Time Period 
October 25-31 
November 1-30 
December 1-31 
January 1-31 
February 1-16 

Total Rental Cost 

ADVERTISING (Variable) 

October 25-31 
November f-30 
December 1-31 
January 1-31 
February 1-16 

Total Advertising Cost 

SHRINK-WRAP (Fixed) 

TOTAL COST 
Rental 
Advertising 
Shrink-wrap 
Total 

October 25,1997 - February 16, I998 

Number of Days 
7.00 
30.00 
31 .OQ 
31 .OO 
16.00 

115.00 

Number of Months 
0.2?i 
1 .oo 
1 .oo 
1 .oo 
0.50 

3.75 

Daily Rate 
$800.00 
$800.00 
$800.00 
$800.00 
$800.00 

$600.00 

Monthly Rate 
$4,800.00 
$4.800.00 
$4,800.00 
$4,800.00 
$4,800.00 

$4,800.00 

$800.00 
$4,800.00 

$10,000.00 

COSt 
$5,600.00 
$24,000.00 
$24,800.00 
$24,800.00 
$12,800.00 

$92,000.00 

Cost 
$1,200.00 
$4,800.00 
$4,800.00 
$4,800.00 
$2,400.00 

w,ooo.oo 

fl0,OOO.QO 

$92,000.00 
$18,000.00 
$10.000.00 

$~ao,ooo.0o 



OCT 25 - DEC 31,1997 
Rent 
October 25-31 
November 1-30 
December 1-3t 
Total 

Advertising 
October 25-31 
November 1-30 
December 1-31 
Total 

SHRINK-WRAP 

TOTAL FOR PERIOD 

JAN 1 - FEB 16,1998 
RenP 
January 1-31 
February 1-16 
Total 

Advertising 
January 1-31 
February 1-16 
Total 

7.00 
30.00 
31 .OO 

0.25 
1 .oo 
1 .oo 

31.00 
16.00 

1 .oo 
0.50 

$800.00 $5,600.00 
$800.00 $24,000.00 
$800.00 $24.800.00 

$54,400.00 

$4.800.00 $1,200.00 
$4,800.00 $4,800.00 
$4,800.00 $4,800.00 

$lo.aoa.oo 

fls,ooo.oo 

$75,200.00 

$800.00 $24,800.00 
$800.00 $12.800.00 

$337,600.00 

$4,800.00 $4.800.00 
$4.800.00 $2,400.00 

$7,200.00 

TOTAL FOR PERIOD $44,800.00 



1. Loleta Didrickson's December 1. 1997 campaign update, which specifies the mileage 
(1,100) logged by the "Loleta Cruiser"; 

2. Loleta Didrickson's bus tour announcement schedule. indicating that the tour began 
November 5,1997; 

3. Two Chicago Tribune articles (2/16/95 and 5/25/97) detailing the parent-subsidialy 
relationship belween Chicago Sightseeing and Prairie Trailways (relevant portions 
highlighted); 

4. Loleta Didrickson's campaign brochure, containing a photo of the shrink-wrapped tour bus 
displaying the Prairie Trailways logo; 

5. Two newspaper articles picturing Loleta Didrickson in front of her shrink-wrapped bus; 

6. A picture, posted on Loleta's web site, of Didrickson and her family in front ofthe tour bus. 
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What we really ne& ir a US. Sennror who i i i inks bboui !tic whole Stars curd Its rc8ions and how 
we can come tugetlrer. With your hclp, 1 am goiuy (u win this rocc. frivt iu hfarch, 199R and 
then in Novcrnbc- 1998. We arc going IO do 11 Ciiunty by Couiity, Township by Towiiship aid 
friend to !%end. That's haw 1 ~ , m  guing tn win. 

I mu61 overcame my v c n t ' s  initsrikd wclilh in ~VIII  lltc I'rtilikly Fkdoo. Our goal I6 10 
rslec $3 rn4lldon. Tnnt amvunt wiiJ 3 l h  mc IO coriil:c:i1: and win in all tho downslate and 
C h i f o p  m d i a  mariccts. 1 will wll l  hc outspant by m y  tq)otlenL But I will have gained the 
brond grnrrroota support thsr will give my wndldncy strcnxth and diversity. 

',%a need a U.S. Sonator who uudemanrin m e  Iidi Oi Illinois: expanding world markcu for OUI' 
produds thmigh k e  tmdc, Tor our wnrken. hnnm ;mJ manutacturn: D sirnplcr, fairer tax 
code k c  all taxpayen: ratwed federal rcgui6~ion.s. :o enable our bu8iinaoer 10 flourish. and 
achicvlng a smsnsr. imaller feden1 povenrmc:it with icriraincd npeiidhg. 

'We need a U.S. Se.naior who underwtands wiint ! I  iiicaiiy tu bc an ~ I V C I - E ~ ~ B  permc)Ii liviug ill)' :o 
day iindw cmmouo pressurea-a %inlor wno bclicvss OG do iiot ncd il hrgc. intrusive 
aovcrnmcnt that inca to pnnuttcs msulls. 

We nccd 6 U. Y. Sciinror who suppuns Ihc iki iflac iederal prugmnb nccd to be broke1 Up and 
xturncd to the individuol mtu and local pvcmtncnts w h a t  a morn snicient aniufiori Cal i  

occur. 

Toge1h.r M wN1 occncNpliab 8~eear Ihiogsfur Illirsub, a premier slate Ihaf &srrucs a pwiticr 

.__... .. .............................................................................................. 
W 2 s buur happening with the bidrlckson campign? ... On NCV. 12 k b  bole 
!%atno ow Nntlonal CIIIlrpalgn Chatman. repaying Leieta grandly for her suppart 
in his praldentid runs of  1986 and 1996-On Nov. 20, M a  a~ounced that he 
would be comlng to Chic 
recaptfo~ for bleta at oks Sheraton Hotel ... Ne have gatherd 3,ooO noinhating 
P C T i t i O M  so far and need 5,600 by Dee. 15 ... We cawtinut to get reports of slfjhtlgr 
of n e  "?&lePa-CmireP,* the campaign bus that logged mwe than 1,100 miles 
around the SPMe, shrink-wrapped in a bright red 'Loleta f o r  Senate Rcpublhn- 
1998 'tmnns in The Chi- B r a .  

6 1  Dee. 8L t o  kadllnr B ja,m pwqwsMn 



COXTACT: m w s m  MARSHALL 
322-782-1998 

Jrss ltJEMER 
312-322-5696 (PACER) 

LOLETA Dmrucxso~ F m  US SENATE - Bos Tourn .GVXOUSCEMEST SCBEDOLE 

WEDNESDAY, KOVE 
9:15.4.M hicago - James R. Thompson Center Pima 

LOO West Randolph 

Sprfngffcid - Old State Cspiral Plaa (Sand1 Franr) i 2:OOPM: 

. . f C  3 . .  .P?rf &Charleston - %gin rim: dny stare bus trip 
Csles Caunty Csurthouse, Courthouse Square 

Mt. Vernon - Jefferson County Coiinliouse 
io0 Soudr 7’e:idl Srrcec 

7:OOPM 

TWRSDAY, NOVEMBER 6,1997 
8:QOAM 

1 I:OOA\tl Belleville Bcllevillc Are3 College, Room 234 (HistorjlPolitics Clmsi 

Carbaadale - Trnin Depot, 105 Sourh Illinois Avenue 

2500 Cariytc Avenue 

Media avvdlabiliq4 ovtside building in front of bus. 11:20Ai\.I 

~:OOPM 4 pearin - Peoria civic  mor PI@= 
201 Sourh West Jeffarson 

43OPLl 

5:OOFY 

GaIesbaPp - Jumera Lodge, 1-72 and East Main 

Rock hbd - Auqumiia College, Wallenberg Wall 
3520 Scvwdr Avenue 

FRIDAY, XOVEMBER 7,1997 
4:FJOA,, uRoeMord - Midway M M U S S ~ I ~ I  & Village (mdis  availability at Geasbo) 

6399 Guilferd Roaa 
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DOCUMENT 1 OF?, 
TlUl397 1451")72 
TRANSPORT;\'fTQN 
TRAN SPORTXTlON NOTES. 
FY7 
The 'Transpormtibn n o m  ilrr coinpiled from Jim 
.Mare.ju"s notebook and C:h'iCiJgU Trihiiiic wires. 
190 W ~ d s  
1525 ChariLcirrs 
05Ci/97 
Chicago Tribune 
CHTCAGOL.WD FTNAL CY 
10 
(Copyright 1997) 
- ~ J L ?  Snrional Hi.:h\va?; 'I'iaiiic Snicry hdministratioo is 

promising [O ircuirr thai. l'ur rhe first tirrc. c~nsuiiiers he toid 
tiow pmne the cws or mrcks rhey huy and drive ;ire lo rjpping 
over. Rr~llovcrs ;IcCuunL Tor 25 9e:cenr cj i  all crashes. 

- BMW of North Aiicric:i md the Stljatl G. Kumen Brcasr Cancer 
Foundxion have kicked off n nationwide Drivc for the Cure to raisc 
SI million. RMW will contrihurc SI for every milo rcst-driven ;I( 
special cvenrs at BiMW de:ilerships jii 1110~2 rhan 90 cirics through 
Ocr. 3 1. 

fundmising progrmi to incrirpoi*ate educalion and awareness 
campaigns via dic National Allinricc of Breast Cancer Orgmizatiuns. 

- 'Ihe Chicago Sighkeeing COmpimy, pmcnt of Amencan 
* Sighrseeing, Gray Line of Chicago, Prdirie Trdilways, Qllare 
Express, OHare Wisconsin Limousinc and Chicago'$ Original Trolley 
Lines. b celehnring its 90th sca.soii of business. 'The Perrone 
Pimily tins oper id  thc business siiicc 1919, when Hcruy Pcisoiie 
purchued ir. 

- Golden Gate Bridge oificials this wcck will mark the 60th 
arinivcrsary (11' thc world-bnous suspensiun span. The l~ridge is 
.cjlarcd for a $ 1  3 ~iiillion seismic retrofitting plan diis year. 

- GM is exwding its "CancepcCurc" breast cilriccr rcscarch 

/ 

Y:r;c : 
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TRCliVSBOKTATION TRAIL WAYS MAKES TRACKS TO CHICAGO 
DOCUMENT 20F3 

TRLB95W6W:i01 
BUSTNESS 

120 Words 
1 103 Ch;lmcrers 
02/16J9S 
Cliicago 'l'ribune 
NOTiTH SPOKI'S FTNA1.i N 

(Copyright 1995'1 

bus line 1xhii:d f in~ncial ly  d i r :g  Grcyhollnd Lines Tric.. has sigmd 
up a locai : a r  :ind cnartcr operaor io re-establish a hub iind 
iCx11it1tii in Chiugo. 

,A !'amiiy-owneti TOUP of four bus corrlpanns rhar includes 
.imeriran Sigtirsccing, Gray Linc and O'Hnrr: Erpmss in May will 
bcgin operdiirig routes as part or thc Trailways system hctwccil 
Chicago and Milwaukee, Sr. Louis, llnd Davcnport, Iowa, said Chris 
Fermnc, ticad of operiioris. His father, Dim, is prcsident of the 

* company that will operate the new routcs under the name Pniric 
* Trailways. 

TRANSPORTATION TRALWAYS x,rAms TRACKS 'Io GHTCAGO 

I\ - 
Trailways Yatioiial Bus System. the rialion's sccond-largest 

Trailways is an association oi' regional bus coinpanics 
operating 1 national system. Other 'I'milways rncmber comptinirs will 
opcratc routes into Chicago rr{)ln thc East and South. 

10601 * End c~"ducuriic:irs it1 list. Pxss ENTER or enlcr anothcr conimiind. 


